FROM PAGE ONE

Those excluded will get
a window of 10 months

Other senior police officers
did not rule out “complica-
tions for months” after the
final list.

“The post-NRC scenario
will be highly challenging,
because of monitoring of
the people to be excluded
from the list, following up
on their cases and sending
people failing the legal pro-
ceedings to detention
centres,” said an officer
above the rank of Inspector-
General of Police, speaking
on condition of anonymity.

Apprehending a critical
situation after the NRC, the
Centre had in June decided
to help Assam create e-Fo-
reigners’ Tribunals and in-
crease the number of Fo-
reigners’  Tribunals -
quasi-judicial establish-
ments headed by members
who are lawyers and retired
judges and bureaucrats -
from the existing 100 to
1,000. At least 200 of the ad-

ditional Foreigners’ Tribu-
nals are expected to be set
up by September with the
government already having
appointed 221 new
members.

“It is not as if the NRC-re-
jects would be shoved into
the detention centres imme-
diately after the final list is
published. The process will
take months, if not years, to
complete as the people
struck off the citizens’ list
can go to the High Court and
the Supreme Court if they
fail to establish their citizen-
ship at the Foreigners’ Tri-
bunals,” the police officer
said.

Each person excluded
will have a maximum of 120
days or four months from
the date of publication of
the final NRC to challenge
his or her case at a Foreign-
ers’ Tribunal, which has to
dispose of the case within
six months.

Russia may offer India
conventional submarines

The Russian submarine will
likely be based on the Amur
1650 conventional subma-
rine, modified to suit Indian
requirements.

The contenders for Pro-
ject-751 are the Naval Group
of France, Rosoboronexport
Rubin Design Bureau of Rus-
sia, ThyssenKrupp Marine
Systems of Germany and
Saab Group of Sweden.

In June, the Navy issued
the Expression of Interest
(Eol) for short-listing poten-
tial Indian strategic partners
for the project put at
345,000 crore. The poten-
tial strategic partners were
asked to respond within two
months. The Indian partn-
ers will be shortlisted based
on the technical and finan-
cial capability to execute the
project and absorb the tech-
nologies. The foreign manu-
facturer will be selected sep-
arately. However, the
strategic partnership is a

long-drawn process with
many uncertainties, as this
model is being attempted
for the first time.

The Russian FGFA has
completed its development
cycle, and the first batch is
being produced for delivery
to the Russian Air Force.
Russian officials said at the
ongoing MAKS air show that
the jet was also ready for ex-
port. India was to have joint-
ly developed its FGFA based
on the Russian jet. But after
protracted negotiations, In-
dia decided last year not to
go ahead with the project.
Speaking to reporters, Vic-
tor N. Kladov, Director for
International Cooperation
and Regional Policy at Ros-
tec, said Russia had never
cancelled any agreement
with India.

(The writer is at MAKS
2019 air show at the invita-
tion of the Russian govern-
ment.)

Poor demand hobbling
animal spirits, says RBI

The RBI stressed on conti-
nued policy focus on re-
forms in factors of produc-
tion, faster implementation
of capital expenditure by
public authorities, among
others. While the central
bank’s analysis confirms
that a broadbased cyclical
downturn is underway in
several sectors like manu-
facturing, trade, hotels,
transport, communication
and broadcasting, construc-
tion; and agriculture, it ad-
ded that the growth trend
has witnessed slight moder-
ation since 2016-17, contri-
buted mainly by the services
sector.

Push for spending

The central bank said reviv-
ing consumption demand
and private investment has
assumed the highest priori-
ty in 2019-20. This involves

strengthening the banking
and non-banking sectors, a
big push for spending on in-
frastructure and implemen-
tation of much needed
structural reforms in the
areas of labour laws, taxa-
tion, and other legal
reforms.

All these measures will al-
so enhance ease of doing
business in pursuit of fulfill-
ing the vision of India be-
coming a $5 trillion econo-
my by 2024-25, the RBI said.

On the financial sector,
the banking regulator said
several measures had result-
ed in a decline in gross non-
performing assets (GNPA)
ratio of the banking system
to 9.1% at end-March 2019,
from 11.2% in the previous
year, apart from a decline in
fresh slippages and an im-
provement in provision cov-
erage ratio.

Kandla, Adani ports
put on security alert

They also directed that all
suspicious activity should
be reported to the Marine
Control Station, the nerve
centre of all maritime forc-
es, or the Coast Guard or the
marine police stations.

A statement issued by the
Adani Port and SEZ in Mun-
dra says, “... inputs had
been received from coast
guard station that Pakistani
commandos are likely to in-
filtrate into Indian territory
through Kutch area prefera-
bly via sea route to create
communal disturbance or
terrorist attack in Gujarat.
All stakeholders are request-
ed to institute preventive
measures to militate hostile
attacks and assume highest
state of readiness and be vi-
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gilant towards any attempts
to breach our coastal securi-

ty.”

An alert signed by the Sig-
nal Superintendent of Deen
Dayal Port Trust in Kandla
asked for enhanced security
measures that include
“highest state of readiness
and vigilance, the use of
maximum possible assets
and personnel to plug vul-
nerable areas, the tracking
of suspicious individuals or
boats, and patrolling along
the coast.”

On Monday, Navy Chief
Admiral Karambir Singh cit-
ed intelligence reports to
claim that Pakistan-based
Jaish-e-Mohammad was
training members for un-
derwater attacks in India.

days before NRC publication

‘Nothing unusual about such notices; people may be summoned today too

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
GUWAHATI

People included in the draft
National Register of Citizens
(NRC) published in July 2018
but suspected to be foreign-
ers continue to receive notic-
es for re-verification of their
documents, days before the
publication of the final citi-
zens’ list.

On  Thursday, Nazir
Ahmed of No. 4 Kumalia, Jan
Mohammed of North Bagma
and Suruj Ali and Achar Ali
of Japorguri — all three villag-
es in north-eastern Assam’s
Biswanath district — ap-
peared for a hearing at their
assigned NRC  service
centres. They had received
the re-verification notice on
Wednesday, about 72 hours
before the publication of the
final NRC.

According to the notice, a
member each in their fami-
lies was found to be ineligi-
ble because of discrepancies
discovered while scrutinis-
ing their names in the draft
NRC of July 2018. The discre-
pancy was outlined as “fami-
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Close scrutiny: Workers at the NRC office checking documents submitted by people ahead of

the release of the register’s final draft in Guwahati. =arp

ly tree reject”.

Each NRC applicant has to
establish his or her family
tree so that they are not
linked with the wrong legacy
person — meaning someone
figuring in the legacy data
comprising a set of docu-
ments, including the first
NRC of 1951 and voters’ lists
up to March 24, 1971.

“This is not only the case
of four persons in Biswanath
district. Many others in the
district and elsewhere such
as Kamrup, Morigaon and
Barpeta have been receiving
re-verification notices. We
don’t know what the motive
is behind this when the NRC
deadline is round the bend,”
Azizur Rahman, adviser to

No visible rush of foreigners
after 1971, says rights group

‘Assam saw a huge influx of immigrants from 1901 to 1971

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
GUWAHATI

A Delhi-based rights group,
citing Census reports, says
there has been no noticeable
influx of foreigners into As-
sam after 1971, the base year
for filtering out non-citizens
from the updated National
Register of Citizens (NRC),
which is to be published on
August 31.

A report titled “Foreign-
ers in Assam: a blast from
the past” released by the
Rights and Risks Analysis
Group on Thursday says the
State witnessed a huge in-
flux of immigrants from 1901
to 1971. But the influx re-
duced drastically thereafter.

“As per the Census of In-
dia, Assam’s average decadal
population growth rate was

23.95% from 1901 to 1971
against the all-India average
of 12.9%. During these 70
years, the average decadal
growth rate of population in
Assam was almost double
that of India and it changed
the demographic character
of Assam. But the All Assam
Students Union (AASU) had
accepted the immigrants of
this period as citizens of In-
dia under the Assam Ac-
cord,” the report says.

“The Census of India’s
‘Decadal Variation in Popu-
lation Since 1901 to 2011’ also
states that Assam’s decadal
population growth has been
consistently lower (20.9%)
than the national average of
21.94% from 1971 to 2011,”
the report says. “In fact,
from 1971 to 2011, Assam had

the lowest average decadal
population growth rate in
the north-eastern region
with Nagaland having the
highest average decadal
population growth rate of
42.52%, followed by Mizo-
ram with 35.14%, Arunachal
Pradesh with 31.25%, Megh-
alaya with 30.88%, Manipur
with 27.78%, and Tripura
24.27%,” the report says.

“If abnormal population
growth rate as reflected in
census reports is the deter-
minant for the influx of fo-
reigners, Assam did not wit-
ness any noticeable influx of
foreigners in the post-1971
period. At least, major influx
is not supported by Census
statistics,” says the rights
group’s director, Suhas
Chakma.

All-Assam  Minority  Stu-
dents’ Union, told The
Hindu.

The NRC authority said
there was nothing unusual
about such notices. “Some
people may be summoned
on Friday too. The process
will continue until the dea-
dline fixed by the Supreme
Court,” a spokesperson said.
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NRC 2019 should be the
primary document: NGO

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
GUWAHATI

An NGO batting for the Assa-
mese community on Thurs-
day said the National Regis-
ter of Citizens 2019 should
be accepted as the primary
document for Indian citi-
zens of Assam while an um-
brella body of tribal organi-
sations said the NRC would
be redundant if a “single
aborigine” is kept out of it.

Leaders of the Axom Na-
garik Samaj (ANS) made up
of retired government offi-
cials, social entrepreneurs
and journalists did not rule
out discrepancies in the
NRC to be published on Au-
gust 31. “But there has been
an attempt to undermine
the exercise with one sec-
tion projecting the Assa-
mese as xenophobic and the
other rejecting the NRC on
the plea that it contains
names of many foreigners,”
ANS president and former
Assam police chief Harek-
rishna Deka said.

“Both sections fail to ap-
preciate the existential con-
cerns of the indigenous As-
samese people and are also
unmindful of the perennial
anxieties and uncertainties
suffered by a section of the

A file photo of a person
undergoing verification
for NRCin Guwahati. =p1i

religious and linguistic mi-
norities in Assam in the ab-
sence of a permanent solu-
tion to the foreign national
issue,” Mr. Deka said, under-
lining the need to consider
NRC 2019 as the primary
document for citizenship in
Assam.

ANS vice-president Pra-
santa Rajguru said the Assa-
mese and other indigenous
groups have felt threatened
by almost a century of influx
by outsiders. “People are
speculating about how ma-
ny people would be exclud-
ed from the NRC. Whatever
be the number, we think
there should not be any cur-
tailment of their human
rights,” he said.

Don't treat children as collateral
damage, NGO tells authorities

‘Government should protect them from all forms of abuse’

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
GUWAHATI

An Assam-based NGO spe-
cialising in child rights has
warned of the psychological
impact of the National Regis-
ter of Citizens (NRC) on chil-
dren, and asked the authori-
ties not to treat them as
“collateral damage” from
the expensive exercise.

The final NRC is sche-
duled to be published on Au-
gust 31. There are fears that
at least 20 lakh people — ma-
ny of them children — would
be labelled foreigners after
being excluded from the list.

The Universal Team for
Social Action and Help (UT-
SAH) took to social media to
remind the government of
the need to honour India’s
commitment to the United

Nations Convention on the
Rights of the Child.

“We support NRC as a lo-
cal organisation, but a viola-
tion of children’s rights can-
not be treated as collateral
damage acceptable in pur-
suit of an exercise deemed to
be in national interest. The
government should ensure
the protection of children
from all forms of physical
and psychological abuse
without discrimination of
any kind,” Utsah executive
director Miguel Das Queah
said.

Fact-finding panel

He said his NGO would con-
stitute a fact-finding commit-
tee after the publication of
the final NRC list and suggest
rectification if any violation

BJP now has 7 crore new members: Nadda

“The number exceeded the target as there is great enthusiasm about the BJP among the masses’

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

The BJP on Thursday an-
nounced that it had, through
a six-week membership
drive, managed to increase
the recruitment into the par-
ty by nearly 50%, or nearly
seven crore new members.
The conclusion of the drive
on August 20 signalled the
start of its internal election
process.

At a press briefing at the
BJP headquarters, its work-
ing president, J.P. Nadda,
said a new party president
would be elected by Decem-
ber. Mr. Nadda said the pro-
cess of collection of data on
the new members was on
and once it ended, the par-
ty’s total membership would
be 18 crore.

“The online registration

Taking stock: BJP leaders J.P. Nadda, left, and Shivraj Singh
Chouhan at a press conference in New Delhi on Thursday. s=p1i

for membership is at
5,81,34,242 crore, which is
already 50% more than our
current membership; offline
registrations are at 62,32,957
lakh; and matched up with

the missed call membership
drive, the total number of
new members will be
around 7 crore,” he said.
The target of new mem-
bership was at 2.2 crore over

the 1l-crore membership
that was done in 2015. The
number exceeded the target
as there was “great enthu-
siasm” about the BJP among
the masses.

Exceeding expectations
Among the States where the
membership drive exceeded
expectations was West Ben-
gal, where 80 lakh new
members have joined. In
Jammu and Kashmir, it was
six lakh (no separate figures
were provided for Jammu
and the Valley).

Former Madhya Pradesh
Chief Minister Shivraj Singh
Chouhan, who has been in
charge of the membership
drive, to a query on Jammu
and Kashmir, said young wo-
men in the proposed Union
Territory had shown enthu-

No need to show full evidence: ED

Chidambaram would have wiped out all shared proof, says agency

KRISHNADAS RAJAGOPAL
NEW DELHI

The Enforcement Directo-
rate (ED) said the “art of in-
vestigation” does not oblige
it to reveal to former Union
Finance Minister P. Chidam-
baram the entire gamut of
evidence collected during in-
vestigation into the INX Me-
dia case.

Solicitor General Tushar
Mehta, for ED, told the Su-
preme Court that complete
transparency towards an ac-
cused, especially one so
high-profile like the senior
Congress leader, would have

been an open invitation to
him to tamper with evidence
of money laundering. A tell-
all policy in favour of ac-
cused persons destroys
cases.

Mr. Mehta said it was “pre-
posterous and absurd” for
Mr. Chidambaram to claim
that only evidence he was
privy to should have been
shown to the Delhi High
Court. Such an approach, if
adopted, would affect other
sensitive investigations into
Vijay Mallya, Mehul Choksi,
Nirav Modi, Saradha chit
fund and terror funding cas-

P. Chidambaram

es. “It will result in disas-
trous consequences,” Mr.
Mehta submitted on
Thursday.

“The art of investigation is

that we reveal only certain
things. If we confront him
with 15 money trails when he
really has 30, he will do his
best to wipe out the rest,”
Mr. Mehta reasoned.

At the end of the fourth
day of arguments, a Bench of
Justices R. Banumathi and
A.S. Bopanna reserved for
orders the appeal made by
Mr. Chidambaram for pro-
tection from arrest.

The court said its order
would be given on Septem-
ber 5 and extended the inte-
rim protection from arrest
till then.

siasm in joining the party.
“The Sher-e-Kashmir Con-
vention Centre in Srinagar
was packed when our drive
was on,” he said.

“At the conclusion of the
membership drive, the pro-
cess of internal election will
begin in September from the
booth level onwards, and
once 50% of these booth,
district and State level polls
are done, a new national
party president will be elect-
ed, around December,” Mr.
Nadda said.

The latest membership
drive started on July 6, with
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and BJP president Amit
Shah launching it from Vara-
nasi and Telangana, respec-
tively, on party ideologue
Syama Prasad Mookerjee’s
birth anniversary.

of children’s rights was
found.

In a 2018 report, Amnesty
International said there
were 31 children in Assam’s
detention centres for de-
clared foreigners and some
of them had come of age in
captivity without access to
counselling. It said that girls
were allowed to stay with
their mothers while boys
above the age of six were
sent out of the centres.

A 2018 National Human
Rights Commission report
on Assam’s detention
centres underlined the need
for caring and protecting
children of “foreigners” in
detention camps under the
Juvenile Justice (Care and
Protection of Children) Act,
2015.

Bypolls to two
RS seats on
September 23

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

The byelection to two Ra-
jya Sabha seats for Uttar
Pradesh, which fell vacant
when Samajwadi Party
MPs Surendra Singh Nagar
and Sanjay Seth quit and
joined the BJP earlier this
month, will be held on Sep-
tember 23, the Election
Commission said on Thurs-
day.

Mr. Nagar resigned on
August 2 and Mr. Seth on
August 5, while their terms
are till July 4, 2022, accord-
ing to the EC.

The notification for the
bypolls would be issued on
September 5 and nomina-
tions would be accepted till
September 12. Voting and
counting would be held on
September 23.

Former Haryana CM
Hooda meets Sonia

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

Former Haryana Chief Mi-
nister Bhupinder Singh
Hooda met Congress presi-
dent Sonia Gandhi on
Thursday amidst specula-
tion of a leadership change
in the State ahead of the As-
sembly elections in a few
months’ time. Senior leader
Ghulam Nabi Azad, the Con-
gress in-charge for Haryana,
was also present at the
meeting. Neither of them
spoke to the media.

This is the first time since
the August 18 Rohtak rally —
where Mr. Hooda indicated

that he would leave the par-
ty — that the former Chief
Minister has called on Ms.
Gandhi.

Mr. Hooda has been in-
sisting on changing State
Congress chief Ashok Tan-
war, who was appointed by
former Congress president
Rahul Gandhi five years ago.
Supporters of Mr. Hooda,
who have always ques-
tioned Mr. Tanwar’s leader-
ship, have demanded the
Haryana Congress chief’s
removal after the party
failed to win even one of the
10 Lok Sabha seats in the
election earlier this year.
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